SATURDAY 11TH – SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2021

MATCHDAY PROGRAMME
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Netball’s Rise Again Festival
is back, bigger and better
than ever before
“We are thrilled to be hosting the Netball Rise Again
festival in our home City of Manchester. This
exclusive event is something that’s never been
seen before in the UK. It’s a real curtain raiser
ahead of the start of the Super League season
and I’m excited that fans will be able to watch
the event as we have so much great talent
to exhibit! The two day festival is a must for
all netball fans and can’t wait to welcome
men’s teams to the tournament for
the first time ever.”
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Saturday 11th December

Group A

Sunday 12th December

Game 1 Points

Game 2 Points

Total Points

Game 1 Points

Game 2 Points

Total Points

Loughborough Lightning
Leeds Rhinos
Knights Men's
Group B
London Pulse
Saracens Mavericks
Spartans Men's
Group C

Points

Game 1 Points

Game 2 Points

Total Points

Manchester Thunder
Wasps Netball
Celtic Dragons
Group D

Game 1 Points

Game 2 Points

Win

5

Draw

3

Loss if within 5 goals of winners score (i.e. 30-26)

2

Loss if score is more than 50% of winners score (i.e. 30-16)

1

Loss if score is 50% or less of winners score (i.e. 30-15)

0

Total Points

Team Bath
Strathclyde Sirens
6
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Loughborough Lightning

Loughborough Lightning is the no.1 netball
Superleague side in the East Midlands and
has been competing in the Vitality Netball
Superleague since its inception sixteen years
ago.
In the past four seasons Lightning have made
it to the final four of each year, including two
consecutive Grand Finals, and were crowned
Vitality Netball Superleague Champions for
the first time in 2021. Lightning also topped
the table in 2017 and were crowned British
Fast5 All Stars Champions in both 2017 and
2019.

Head Coach
Sara
Francis-Bayman

8

With over 100 names to have worn the famous
purple dress, including the likes of Jo Harten,
Olivia Murphy, Ama Agbeze, Jade Clarke
and Peace Proscovia, developing world class
netballers is arguably Lightning’s biggest
success to date.

Match day Squad

Alice
Harvey

Beth
Cobden

Ella
Bowen

Ella
Clark

Emma
Thacker

Fran
Williams

Hannah
Joseph

Hannah
Williams

Mary
Cholhok

Nat
Panagarry

Suzie
Liverseidge

Zanele
Vimbela
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Loughborough Lightning also boasts a competitive
academy structure with top level coaching
and playing opportunities from Under 15’s up
to U21’s. For the community there are also regular
camps, masterclasses and tournaments hosted
on campus available to all.
Drawing in crowds of 1500 people per match,
Loughborough University offers an unrivalled
match day experience, where friends, families
and netball fans alike can enjoy a night of
action packed fun and excitement.
2022 Season Memberships are on sale now.
So why not join the #LightningFamily today!

www.loughboroughlightning.com
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Leeds Rhinos
In 2018 Leeds Rhinos Netball were awarded
the England Netball Pathway for Yorkshire
and entered an Under-19s team into the
national league and a year later they were
granted a license for 2021 Superleague
Netball competition to bring back elite
netball to Yorkshire.
In 2020, England’s most capped player Jade
Clarke became the first ever signing for the
club and in February 2021 the team competed
in their debut Superleague Netball game
against Celtic Dragons. The league newcomers
finished the season with a place in the Vitality
Netball Superleague finals weekend, securing
a fourth place finish in first ever season.

Head Coach
Maggie
Birkenshaw

Amelia
Hall

Rebekah
Airey
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The club have revealed a strong squad for
their second year, with England players Jade
Clarke, Vicki Oyesola, Sienna Rushton, Brie
Grierson and Rhea Dixon returning and new
signings Rebekah Airey, Amy Clinton and
South African international Sigi Burger ready
to make an impact.

Match day Squad

After playing their maiden season at central
venues, for the majority behind closed doors,
in 2022 the team will return to Yorkshire and

Amy
Clinton

Brie
Grierson

Emily
Hollingworth

Jade
Clarke

Paige
Kindred

Rhea
Dixon

Sienna
Rushton

Sigi
Burger

Tuiane
Keenan

Vicki
Oyesola
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are hoping to inspire a new generation of
netball fans and players.
The first direct Arena in Leeds will host two
showpiece events against two-time champions
Wasps in March before the huge northern
derby
against
three-time
champions
Manchester Thunder in May.
The EIS in Sheffield is the venue for the team’s
first home game of the season against last
year’s semi-finalists Team Bath. Sheffield will
also host two more games against London
Pulse in March and Severn Stars in May.
The Allam Sports Centre in Hull is the third
home venue with games scheduled against
Strathclyde Sirens in April, Surrey Storm in
May and the final home game of the season
against Saracens Mavericks.
The decision to play the games across
Yorkshire is part of the club’s commitment to
represent the whole region as well as increasing
awareness of the sport and offering fans
around the county more opportunities to see
live Vitality Superleague netball.

www.therhinos.co.uk/netball-2
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Frances Campbell Miller Elite Foundation with the support of

Spartans Men’s
Spartans Men’s netball club was formed in
2020, following a meeting of 5 like minded
individuals who wanted to improve the
netball offering for males in the local community
of Hulme/Moss Side and regionally within the
north west.
With 2 international players, some very
talented players in the mixed leagues and
the netball infrastructure already in place
via their sister club, Manchester Flava, a plan
of action emerged. The aim: to be the
powerhouse of men’s netball in the north.

Head Coach
Michelle Gilkes

In unprecedented times, we were astonished
at the level of demand. We acknowledged
that we had a lot of work to do and were some
way behind the more established clubs, but
we accepted and relished the challenge. Our
coach’s mantra Train hard play easy!

Match day Squad

In August 2021, we had the honour of competing
in the inaugural EMMNA competition in
Nottingham fielding both a male and mixed
team. Our performances were mixed with
some fantastic period of play but we came
away understanding that we needed to work
on consistency.

So since then, back in Manchester, we have
been working hard - upping the number of
training sessions and level of competition
friendlies, training weekly with the Manchester
Flava regional team. Two of our players were
given a fantastic opportunity to attend a training
session with Manchester Thunder, and we
hope to forge a close relationship with them
in the future.
We are so excited to have the chance to
participate in the Rise Again Festival, against
the elite teams in the country. The buzz
around men’s netball has definitely gone up a
notch in the last couple of months, as we are
regularly being asked for interviews (we even
had Tracey Neville, ITV and the Telegraph at
training this week!)
With the work and dedication of our volunteers
and coaching team, Spartans is thriving and
is already a force to be reckoned with. We are
determined to make an impact, build the profile
of Men’s netball in the north west but also
commit to making netball accessible to all, no
matter your age, background or ability. These
were our founding principles and we remain
committed to them.

www.spartansmensnetball.com

James
Firminger

James
Wooderson
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Jay
Power

Oli
Lancaster
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Kareem
Brow

Luke
Owen

Mark
Thomas

Matt
Murphy

Ross
Mizen

Simon
Perry

Tom
Nokes

Tom
Schaffer
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Knights Men’s

Founded in April 2018, Knights is a English
men’s netball team geared for playing
Netball, Nets and Fast5s among other netball
variations.
Knights’ main goal is to create and maintain
squads of male netballers who are of standard
to be able to offer competition to Premier
and Superleague women’s teams and other
men’s teams who are looking for competitive
exhibition and practice games.
As a secondary goal, we are always looking
to find and bring through new talent, raise
the profile of Men’s Netball, and feed into
Head Coach
Tallisa Haynes
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As ever, to make a team like this work we need
the support of the netballing community,
and during our time as a club it has been
available in abundance. With that in mind,
we can only thank all of our influencers,
sponsors, supporters and organisations who
offer us amazing opportunities for all your
time and effort so far.

Match day Squad

Charlie
Gray

Jesse
Hadfield

and support the England Men’s and Mixed
Netball Association National squads. We are a
very open club and run annual trials for new
members and offer trial spots at some of our
training and games; we would encourage
anyone interested to come down and trial!

Matt
Kelly

Chris
Green
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Louis
Gabriel

Lewis
Keeling

Klem
Speck

Joe
White

James
O’Connor

Ed
Smith

Daniel
Rix

James
Thomson-Boston
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London Pulse
As exciting newcomers to the netball scene,
London Pulse are the rising stars of the
Vitality Netball Superleague Championship.
Not only do we provide world class netball
for fans to watch, engage with and enjoy, we
also proudly reflect the wonderful diversity of
London in our teams. Aligned to our core
mission of unearthing the leading talent in
London and the South East - we simultaneously
provide a pathway to success by activating
the players’ conf idence and self-belief,
enhancing their ability to engage with the
world at large.

Head Coach
Sam Bird

Match day Squad

Alicia
Scholes

Ashleigh
Dekker

Berri
Neil

Jasmin
Odeogberin

Kira
Rothwell

Lindsay
Keable
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Our core purpose is to find, inspire and develop
the next generation of leading netballers to
be Superleague and England stars of the
future. As the provider of England Netball’s
performance pathway for London and the
South East, we already have an impressive
track record to be proud of. Our performance
pathway for young athletes aged 14-21 has already produced exceptional talent, with many
now playing Superleague netball.

Sponsored by

Ellie
Rattu

Olivia
Tchine

Funmi
Fadoju

Sacha
McDonald

Londoners certainly have a passion for netball –
with sell-out crowds at International and Superleague matches held in the capital city at
our iconic venue, Copper Box Arena located
in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. London

has a unique identity, bustling economy,
vibrant, social and cultural hotspots all
providing the perfect backdrop for a London
based team. We are proud to be the home for
netball in London. London Pulse creates and
provides opportunities for London based
athletes to develop and perform at a very
high level. As an emblem of women’s
empowerment, London Pulse is a team that
our capital city can be proud to support.
We are also committed to being part of the
schools and wider community, covering 32
London boroughs, offering free sessions
to primary school children who would not
otherwise have access to netball. Through the
dissemination of our skills and experience we
offer netball pathway coaching programmes,
virtual camps, pathway trials, inspirational
netball tours, annual corporate cup, disability
and visually impaired netball, netball for the
elderly and walking netball in as many parts of
the city as possible.
We warmly welcome you to become part
of our team at London Pulse. A place to feel
inspired and excited about the future of
netball in London.

www.londonpulsenetball.com

Zara
Everitt

Tayla
Honey
Sponsored by
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Saracens Mavericks

Saracens Mavericks was formed in 2005 and
have been in the VNSL since its inception.
Taking the trophy twice, in 2008 and 2011,
Mavericks have always been a strong side in
the league. With a strong and athletic style
of play, they are always there to deliver an
energetic performance.

Head Coach
Kathryn
Ratnapala

Aliyah
Zaranyika

Ine-Mari
Venter
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Having come fifth in the past few seasons,
Mavericks are ready to come out strong
and take the title in 2022. Head coach Kat
Ratnapala has worked hard with the squad
in the pre-season, taking on men’s netball side
London Giants in their most recent pre-season
match, exciting fans in the venue and online,
globally. They also came runners-up in the
2021 Fast 5 All Stars in the Copperbox Arena in
October. They won over the crowd with their
brilliant moves and team spirit.

Match day Squad

Bea
Skingsley

Jameela
McCarthy
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Bella
Baylis

Beth
Ecuyer-Dale

Chloe
Essam

Georgia
Lees

Jodie
Gibson

Kadeen
Corbin

Sasha
Corbin

Yasmin
Hodge-England

Throughout their time as a club, Mavericks
have created a supportive performance
environment, bringing many stars through
their pathway system and into the
superleague. Mixing youth and experience
on every squad, Mavericks have a unique flair
and style. This tight-knit team is ready to bring
it to every occasion and bring their A-game.
Never a side to be underestimated, they always
provide an upset and bring an incredible
showcase of netball to every game.
Saracens Mavericks can’t wait to play in the
Rise Again Festival, and bring the party to
Manchester this weekend.

www.mavericksnetball.co.uk
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World-class venues for sport and culture,
and an incredible sporting history.

To bring your event to Manchester,
contact sportsevents@manchester.gov.uk

UK’s Greatest Sporting City 2018

20
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Manchester Thunder

Manchester Thunder is the Vitality Netball
Superleague franchise for North West
England supporting and developing elite
netball across the region.
Crowned Netball Superleague champions
in 2012, 2014 and 2019, Manchester Thunder
is an ambitious and passionate club and
always open to anyone who shares our vision.
We are six-time Netball Performance League
Champions (U19) and the first Superleague
club to set-up an academy offering elite
coaching to talented youngsters.

Head Coach
Karen Greig

Caroline
O’Hanlon

Lois
Pearson
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In April 2015, we hosted our first netball match
at the Manchester Arena, attracting the
second largest netball crowd ever at
a domestic netball match. 4,100 netball fans
watched a Netball Superleague semi-final in
arguably one of the best atmosphere’s ever
seen at a netball match.

Match day Squad

Eleanor
Cardwell

Millie
Sanders
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Emma
Rayner

Nat
Haythornthwaite

Joyce
Mvula

Stacey
Tankoua

Kerry
Almond

Laura
Malcolm

Yasmin
Roebuck

Yomi
Eza-Wilson

During every school holiday, Manchester
Thunder hosts netball camps at locations
across the North West for any ability. They are
a great opportunity for young people, aged
between 8 and 14, to receive netball coaching
from our elite coaching team, a chance to
challenge themselves and have plenty of fun.
Alternatively, we can run ‘Thunder On the
Road’ sessions in your club or school, and
experience Thunder coaching on your own
turf. We can come to your venue to deliver
top-class netball coaching and you’ll also have
an opportunity to meet Thunder’s star players.
Contact us to find out more about what we do
and how you can get involved by visiting our
website.

www.ManchesterThunder.co.uk

Sponsored by
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Wasps Netball
Wasps Netball joined the Vitality Netball
Superleague in 2017 and secured back-toback titles in their opening two seasons. The
Black and Golds also reached three consecutive
Grand Finals from 2017-2019.
Despite a relatively short time in the league,
the Coventry outfit have developed a reputation
for excellence and have attracted some of
the league’s most high-profile players. Wasps
Netball finished last season in seventh place,
the first time they had missed out on the top
four and the play-offs. Having finished top in the
regular season in 2018 and 2019.

Head Coach
Mel Mansfield

Wasps Netball have named an exciting young
squad for the 2021-22 season and Wasps
Netball Head Coach Mel Mansfield has laid out
her philosophy for the coming season.

Match day Squad

Caroline
Tarnowski

Christina
Shaw

Ella
Powell-Davies

Josie
Huckle

Lauren
Nicholls

Leah
Goss

24
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“As part of the evolution of Wasps Netball,
alongside a vastly experienced core, we have
selected an exciting group of talented, young
athletes who we believe are the future of the
club and bring the skill, hard work and key
values that represent our club.

Ellie
Gibbons

Gezelle
Allison

Iona
Christian

Lucy
Parize

Rachael
Fee

Rachel
Dunn

“We are proud of our history and recognise
that we are now looking forward to a new
performance cycle, with a greater presence of
more local players from the region. We have
a clear vision, strong leadership and have already had some great sessions with this group
as we start the 2022 campaign.
“I am looking forward to getting to know this
group and working with them as people and
players, both on and off the court and nurturing
the positive team culture that we have
always been so proud of at Wasps Netball.”
Wasps Netball kick off their Rise Again Festival
campaign against Manchester Thunder in
match seven on Saturday. A re-match of
the 2019 Vitality Netball Superleague Grand
Final. Wasps Netball play their Vitality Netball
Superleague home games at both the
Coventry Building Society Arena.

wasps.co.uk

Sponsored by

25

Celtic Dragons

The Celtic Dragons are one of the 11 UK teams
that take part in the Netball Superleague.
Celtic Dragons are the league’s only Welsh
representatives and are based in Cardiff. We
have been in the league since the inception
of the Vitality Netball Superleague in 2006.
Our best performance came in the 2013
season where we reached the Grand Final.
Celtic Dragons was originally created to help
strengthen the Wales International Squad.
The Dragons combine the finest players from
all over Wales with a mix of international
talent blended into the group.

Head Coach
Danielle Titmuss

Celtic Dragons have had an eventful off season.
We have recruited Dannii Titmuss-Morris
as our new head coach to lead in the 2022
season, have launched a huge rebrand, and
have announced signings of new, exciting
players as well as returning favourites.
This year we see 8 Celtic Dragons athletes
represent Wales on the international stage.

Match day Squad

The current squad comprises of talented
netballers. Georgia Rowe and Nia Jones
return to the Welsh Superleague squad

Annabel
Roddy

Leila
Thomas

26

Celyn
Enanuel

Lucy
Howells
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Eleanor
Roberts

Nia
Jones

Georgia
Rowe

Shaquanda
Greene-Noel

Hannah
Leighton

Katarina
Short

Shona
Odwyer

Zoe
Matthewman

after a number of seasons away from the
franchise. Shaquanda Greene-Noel is an
exciting new face to the squad and the
Superleague, after joining the franchise from
Trinidad and Tobago. Fan favourites Clare
Jones, Shona O’Dwyer, Leila Thomas, Lucy
Howells, and Laura Rudland are retuning for
another season, building on the connections
they made last year. Reigning Superleague
champion Annabel Roddy joins Celtic Dragons
from Loughborough Lightning. Katarina
Short will bring a massive presence to the
court after joining us from London Pulse.
The newly announced Scottish Thistle,
Hannah Leighton has moved to Wales from
being at Wasps in the 2021 Vitality Netball
Superleague season.
Our vision is to provide motivational role
models that inspire young girls and women to
participate in the sport of netball. Furthermore
to be considered leaders in providing an exciting,
inspirational sporting experience for all.

www.celticdragonsnetball.com
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Team Bath
Team Bath Netball is a vibrant Superleague
franchise with a rich history having won a
record five titles and produced a host of
players and coaches who have excelled on the
domestic and world stage.

Agbeze, Clare Elsley, Sara Francis-Bayman,
Stacey Francis-Bayman, Tamsin Greenway,
Serena Guthrie, Jo Binns, Sasha Corbin,
Rachel Dunn, Lindsay Keable, Geva Mentor,
Gemma Stewart and Eboni Usoro-Brown.

Based at the University of Bath and proudly
representing the South West of England, the
franchise’s core values of integrity, team work
and youth development have remained at the
heart of the club for more than two decades.

Wearing the famous Blue & Gold dresses, Team
Bath were crowned champions in the first two
seasons and went to secure further crowns in
2009, 2010 and 2013. They remain the most
successful
franchise
in
the
league’s
history, having only missed out on a place in the
end-of-season semi-finals once.

The modern set-up was formed during the
late 1990s following the merger of several
clubs and teams including Bath Netball Club,
Bath Tigers and Toucans Netball Club.

Head Coach
Anna
Stembridge

Betsy
Creak

Georgia
Jenkins
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A full-time training programme was established
at the world-class Team Bath Sports Training
Village under the guidance of Lyn Gunson, a
hugely-successful New Zealand captain and
Head Coach who revolutionised netball in
Britain with her multi-dimensional, player-led
approach.

Match day Squad

Imogen
Allison

Molly
Hole
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Annie
O’Rourke

Kirsty
Harris

Rachel
Shaw

Serena
Guthrie

Caitlin
Rowley

Sophie
Drakeford-Lewis

Current England Netball Head Coach Jess
Thirlby (nee Garland) was the first player
approached to join the programme in 1999
and other Roses internationals to develop
their potential under Gunson include Ama

Under the guidance of former England
Head Coach Anna Stembridge, Team Bath
reached the Grand Final again during the 2021
Superleague season before winning their first
British Fast5 All-Stars Championship title in
October.
With a star-studded squad featuring four
current England internationals – Guthrie,
Imogen Allison, Sophie Drakeford-Lewis and
Layla Guscoth – plus overseas star Kim Borger and
some of the country’s most exciting young
players, Team Bath are looking to add to their
storied history in 2022.

netball.teambath.com

Lily
Jones

Tash
Pavelin
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Strathclyde Sirens
The Strathclyde Sirens are looking forward to
competing in the Rise Again festival on the
11th and 12th of December. The competition
provides essential match play opportunities
for all VNSL league teams leading into the
2022 season. The players can’t wait to get
involved in a weekend full of netball to test
themselves in pre-season.
The Strathclyde Sirens have drawn Team
Bath and Surrey Storm for their matches on
Saturday. Team Bath are a formidable force
who had a great 2021 season and the squad
can’t wait to compete against a quality side
and are ready to take on the challenge.

Head Coach
Lesley MacDonald

Beth
Dix

Surrey Storm have recruited new faces this off
season, including some experienced players
in their attacking end. It’ll be a great test for

Match day Squad

Bethan
Goodwin

Kelly
Boyle

30
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Niamh
McCall

Claire
Maxwell

Cerys
Cairns

our defensive unit to apply what they’ve been
practising at training against new opposition.
With the return of Strathclyde Sirens defence
duo Towera Vinkhumbo and Emily Nicholl,
working alongside newest recruit Abby
Tyrrell, we can’t wait for an intense battle on
court. Tyrrell has moved over for the 2022
season from Celtic Dragons, and the Rise Again
festival will be the first official preseason hit
out in Sirens colours.
The exposure our athletes will get from
competing against the VNSL teams will
demand an intensity that can’t be replicated
anywhere else. The Rise Again festival is a
chance to try out new combinations and
structures to give us the best preparation
possible leading into round one next season.

www.sirensnetball.com

Emily
Nicholl

Emma
Barrie

Gia
Abernethy

Taylor
McKevitt

Towera
Vinkhumbo

Abby
Tyrrell
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Surrey Storm
Surrey Storm moved to Surrey University
in 2009 as they ended their relationship
with Brunel University formerly known as
Brunel Hurricans. With the arrival of Tasmin
Greenway Storm saw the most successful era
in the history of the franchise. Between 2011
and 2016 Surrey Storm played in five out of six
Netball Superleague grand finals finishing
as runners up in the first three. The duck egg
blue side then went on to win their first Netball
Superleague title in 2015 and retained the

Head Coach
Mikki Austin

www.surreystormnetball.co.uk

Match day Squad

Abi
Robson

Alima
Priest

Charlotte
Curtis

Ellie
Kelk

Frankie
Wells

Grace
Sullivan

Leah
Middleton

Niahm
Cooper

32

title in 2016. After back-to-back titles Tasmin
Greenway stepped down and was replaced by
Tania Hoffman for two seasons before a and
a young Mikki Austin stepped into the roles
of Player, coach and director of netball at the
club in 2019. Since then Mikki has grown into
her role and looking to build the franchise and
direct the club back to winning ways.
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Emily
Gulvin

Peace
Proscovia

Emma
Magee

Yasmin
Parsons
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